
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

ATTN: ALL PROVIDERS 
 

2021 FLU SEASON UPDATE 
 
Flu activity most commonly peaks in the U.S. between December and February,  
however, it can begin as early as October and continue through as late as May.   
This year will be especially challenging due to COVID-19. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends a yearly flu  
vaccine for everyone 6 months of age and older as the first step in protecting  
against this serious disease.  While there are many flu viruses, the seasonal flu  
vaccine is designed to protect against the main flu viruses that research suggests  
will cause the most illness during the upcoming flu season. Getting vaccinated  
each year provides the best protection against influenza throughout flu season.  
It’s important for everyone to get a flu vaccine annually as the flu viruses can  
change each year. 
 
Vaccination before December is best since this timing ensures that protective antibodies are in place before flu activity 
is typically at its peak.  However, flu season can last as late as May so getting vaccinated later in the flu season could 
still provide protective benefit.  Providers should take advantage of each office visit as an opportunity to encourage 
patients to get the flu vaccine and protect themselves from the flu and serious complications.  
 
Each year, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) updates the HCPCS/CPT codes and payment rates 
for personal flu vaccines. CMS reminds providers that Medicare Part B and Part C (Medicare Advantage) reimburses 
providers for flu vaccines and the administration (G0008), without any out-of-pocket costs to the patient (no deductible 
or copayment applies).   
 
Likewise, most commercial insurance carriers will cover the cost of the vaccine and the administration. See CPT code 
books Medicine Section for all Administration codes (90460 - 90474), and their definitions for proper carrier use. 
 

 
 
KNOW THE CODES:  
There are many different manufacturers and flu vaccine formulations (trivalent, quadrivalent, preservative free, for 
intradermal use, for intramuscular use, etc.) which in turn means there are many different CPT/HCPCS codes.  
It can be a challenge billing the correct code with so many variations of the same type of vaccine available.   
 

• Ask the vendor, from which you purchase the vaccine, their recommended billing CPT/HCPCS code. 
 

• Vaccine reimbursement information may be available on the vaccine’s website or on the 
Manufacturer/Distributor’s website which may include the corresponding CPT/HCPCS code for the specific 
vaccine formulation.  
 

• Manufacturer/Distributor information can be found on the package insert or prescribing information. 
 
 

>>>>>>>>>>     Follow the tips below to help ensure proper flu billing     <<<<<<<<<< 
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The policy for billing flu vaccines can vary from payer to payer and some will accept different codes. Contact each 
payer to confirm their policy for the vaccines the practice is using and the Carrier’s preferred Administration Code, 
i.e., G0008 vs 90471… 
 
Influenza Vaccine CPT/HCPCS Codes (coverage/payment varies per carrier): 
 

Trade Name 
 

How Supplied Age Range Vaccine Product 
CPT Code 

Afluria Quadrivalent 5.00 mL (multi-dose vial) 6 - 35 months 90687 

 5.00 mL (multi-dose vial) ≥ 3 years 90688 
Afluria Quadrivalent (Pres Free) 0.25 mL (single-dose syringe) 6 - 35 months 90685 
 0.50 mL (single-dose syringe) ≥ 3 years 90686 
Fluad 0.50 mL (single-dose syringe) ≥ 65 years 90653 
Fluad Quadrivalent 0.50 mL (single-dose syringe) ≥ 65 years 90694 
Fluarix Quadrivalent (Pres Free) 0.50 mL (single-dose syringe) ≥ 6 months 90686 
Flublok Quadrivalent 0.50 mL (single-dose syringe) ≥ 18 years 90682 
Flucelvax Quadrivalent 5.00 mL (multi-dose vial) ≥ 4 years 90756 
Flucelvax Quadrivalent (Pres Free) 0.50 mL (single-dose syringe) ≥ 4 years 90674 
FluLaval Quadrivalent (Pres Free) 0.50 mL (single-dose syringe) ≥ 6 months 90686 
FluMist Quadrivalent 0.20 mL (single-use nasal spray) 2 - 49 years 90672 
Fluzone Quadrivalent 5.00 mL (multi-dose vial) 6 - 35 months 90687 
 5.00 mL (multi-dose vial) ≥ 3 years 90688 
Fluzone Quadrivalent (High-Dose) 0.70 mL (single-dose syringe) ≥ 65 years 90662 
Fluzone Quadrivalent (Pres Free) 0.50 mL (single-dose syringe) ≥ 6 months 90686 
 0.50 mL (single-dose vial) ≥ 6 months 90686 

 0.25 mL (single-dose syringe) 6 - 35 months 90685 
Agriflu (Medicare plans) Split virus, intramuscular use Not Specified Q2034 
Afluria (Medicare plans) Split virus, intramuscular use ≥ 3 years Q2035 
FluLaval (Medicare plans) Split virus, intramuscular use ≥ 3 years Q2036 
Fluvirin (Medicare plans) Split virus, intramuscular use ≥ 3 years Q2037 
Fluzone (Medicare plans) Split virus, intramuscular use ≥ 3 years Q2038 
Not Specified (Medicare plans) Split virus, intramuscular use Not Specified Q2039 

 Above list per CMS Seasonal Influenza Vaccines 
 

NOTE:  Medicare accepts and pays the non Q-code vaccines if listed on the Medicare fee schedule database!   
  See CMS’ Seasonal Influenza Vaccines Payment Allowances.  
 
 
Influenza Administration CPT/HCPCS Codes (coverage/payment varies per carrier): 
90460 Immunization (IM) administration through 18 years of age via any route of administration, with counseling by 

physician or other qualified health care professional; first or only component of each vaccine or toxoid 
administered 

90461+ IM administration, each additional  
 
90471 IM administration, includes percutaneous, intradermal, subcutaneous, or intramuscular, one vaccine (single or 

combination vaccine/toxoid) 
90472+ IM administration, each additional  
 
90473 IM administration by intranasal or oral route; 1 vaccine (single or combination vaccine/toxoid) 
90474+ IM administration, each additional  
 
Medicare/Medicare Advantage, i.e., carrier specific vaccine administration code:  
G0008 Administration of influenza virus vaccine 
 
 
 

https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-Part-B-Drugs/McrPartBDrugAvgSalesPrice/VaccinesPricing
http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-Part-B-Drugs/McrPartBDrugAvgSalesPrice/VaccinesPricing.html
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ICD-10 Code:  
Z23  Encounter for Immunization 
 
NOTE:  Additional ICD-10 codes may apply. See the CMS ICD-10 webpage for individual Change Requests (CRs) and 

the specific ICD-10-CM codes Medicare covers for this service, and contact your Medicare Administrative 
Contractor (MAC) for guidance.  
Novitas for LA: https://www.novitas-solutions.com/webcenter/portal/MedicareJL/pagebyid?contentId=00233904  

 
WATCH THE NUMBERS:  
Each of the flu vaccine formulations/manufacturers has its own specific National Drug Code (NDC) number which must 
be on the claim. Some payers require the NDC from the carton while others require the NDC from the unit-of-use.  
 
Be sure that the CPT/HCPCS code and the NDC number match. For example, if 90682 (Flublok) is administered and 
the NDC for 90686 (Fluzone) is used on the claim, the claim will deny due to the mismatch.  
 
NOTE: NDC numbers can be found on the vaccine’s Packing Info, Package Insert, Prescribing Information, 

manufacturers website, and/or the FDA NDC Directory search website.  
 
Sample from manufacturer website:  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upon receipt of vaccine supply, enter the Vaccine information including NDC code in the MEDPM Transaction Master 
NDC/Lot Information screen and User Prompt Script for the corresponding Trns/CPT code.  
 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Transaction Master must be updated each time a new vaccine supply is obtained. 
 
Refer to User Guide: Setup/Maintain Transaction Master 
 
Master Menu 
2 - Setup and Support 
2 - Transactions-Chg/Pmt/Adj/Cmt 
  2 - Change at CPT code 
  NDC/Lot Flag  ‘Y’   
   to NDC/Lot Information Screen 

Complete with the information 
from package 

 
 
 
 

https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Coding/ICD10/index
http://go.cms.gov/MAC-website-list
http://go.cms.gov/MAC-website-list
https://www.novitas-solutions.com/webcenter/portal/MedicareJL/pagebyid?contentId=00233904
http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cder/ndc/default.cfm
https://www.medtronsoftware.com/User%20Guides/Setup_Maintain_Transaction_Master.pdf
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   to ‘User Prompted Script’ screen 

Complete, per below example, with information from package 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
-OR-  
 
Alert your Front Desk staff to change NDC# per packaging at each charge entry for any vaccine/J-code. 
Refer to User Guide: Front Desk (FD) 
 
CONFIRM COST AND PRICING:  
Confirm that the practice’s standard charge covers the cost of the product, i.e., currently what is being paid for the 
vaccine.  
 
Remember if practice uses Vaccines for Children (VFC) for Medicaid, the vaccines are provided to the practice free of 
charge by the state, therefore the vaccine is to be presented on claims to Medicaid carriers as a -$0- charge.  
Only the administration codes (90471-90474) are priced and payable by the carrier for patients < 18 years of age!  
 
A practice not obtaining VFC cannot bill Medicaid patients for vaccines given to patients < 18. 
See LA Medicaid Fee Schedule and redirect these patients to free services. 

https://www.lamedicaid.com/Provweb1/fee_schedules/Immunization_Fee.htm  
 
NOTE: Medicaid patients aged 19 – 20 years old and 21+ years old also have payable vaccine codes and 

administration. See Louisiana Medicaid Fee Schedules link above. 
 
Excerpts from Louisiana Medicaid Immunization Fee Schedules of payable vaccines:  
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.medtronsoftware.com/User%20Guides/Front_Desk.pdf
https://www.lamedicaid.com/Provweb1/fee_schedules/Immunization_Fee.htm
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REVIEW RESOURCES:  
User Guide: Vaccines & Administration  
 
User Guide: VFC Medicaid Immunizations 
 
CDC: Vaccines and Immunizations: http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/  
 
CDC Vaccine Storage and Handling Toolkit: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/storage/toolkit/index.html 
 
CMS: Payment Allowance Limits for Medicare Part B Drugs:  

https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-Part-B-
Drugs/McrPartBDrugAvgSalesPrice/VaccinesPricing 

 
FDA: Vaccines Licensed for Immunization and Distribution in the US with Supporting Documents:  

https://www.fda.gov/biologicsbloodvaccines/vaccines/approvedproducts/ucm093833.htm  
 
LA Medicaid Immunization Administration Fee Schedules: 

http://www.lamedicaid.com/provweb1/fee_schedules/feeschedulesindex.htm  
 
MLN Matters MM11882: Influenza Vaccine Payment Allowances – Annual Update for 2020-2021 Season: 

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/mm11882.pdf  
 
Remember to check the vaccine and Manufacturer/Distributor websites for vaccine specific information. 

 
For assistance or any questions, contact MDS/MSI via: 
From MEDPM or MEDEHR Sign On screens, double click on ‘helpdesk@medtronsoftware.com’ to compose an email 
which will automatically create a ticket in our ticketing system. The ticketing system will then send an automated reply with 
your ticket # for all future correspondence related to your question/concern. 
 

MEDDATA Clients:  
Be sure to convey to MDS Allows Dept via email (allow@medtronsoftware.com) when a change of Vaccine 
protocol or product occurs and send MDS Allows the code/cost (invoice) and NDC# (package) of the vaccine to 
load in the Practice Charge Master and use this information to confirm your pricing and allowed amount per 
carrier is greater than the cost!  

                

https://www.medtronsoftware.com/User%20Guides/Vaccines_&_Administration.pdf
https://www.medtronsoftware.com/User%20Guides/Vaccines_&_Administration.pdf
https://www.medtronsoftware.com/User%20Guides/VFC_Medicaid_Immunizations.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/storage/toolkit/index.html
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-Part-B-Drugs/McrPartBDrugAvgSalesPrice/VaccinesPricing
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-Part-B-Drugs/McrPartBDrugAvgSalesPrice/VaccinesPricing
https://www.fda.gov/biologicsbloodvaccines/vaccines/approvedproducts/ucm093833.htm
http://www.lamedicaid.com/provweb1/fee_schedules/feeschedulesindex.htm
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/mm11882.pdf
mailto:allow@medtronsoftware.com

