
 

    

 
 
 
 

CENTERS FOR MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES (CMS) 
ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING CLAIMS PROCESSING FOR  

DATES OF SERVICE APRIL 1, 2015 AND BEYOND 
 
The House of Representatives passed H.R. 2, a bill that would permanently repeal the flawed Sustainable 
Growth Rate (SGR) formula, along with enacting other provisions outlined in the bill. In the very early morning 
of March 27, after completing votes on the budget resolution, the Senate adjourned for April recess without 
voting on the SGR repeal legislation.   
Senate leaders said they plan to vote on permanent repeal when they return from recess on April 13. 
See 032615 News Blast: Medicare Physician Fee Schedule 21% Cut Looming 
  
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released an announcement regarding claims 
processing for Dates of Service April 1 and beyond in the absence of congressional action to avert Medicare 
physician payment cuts resulting from the SGR. CMS states:  

"The negative 21% payment rate adjustment under current law for the Medicare Physician Fee 
Schedule is scheduled to take effect on April 1, 2015. CMS is taking steps to limit the impact on 
Medicare providers and beneficiaries by holding claims for a short period of time beginning on 
April 1st. Holding claims for a short period of time allows CMS to implement any subsequent 
Congressional action while minimizing claims reprocessing and disruption of physician cash flow in 
the event of legislation addressing the 21% payment reduction. Under current law, electronic 
claims are not paid sooner than 14 calendar days (29 days for paper claims) after the date of 
receipt. As we stated in our recent email to physicians, CMS will provide more information about 
next steps by April 11, 2015." 

 
Once the Senate returns from recess, they must act quickly to vote on and pass the legislation. If the Senate 
passes a clean bill, it will be sent directly to the President, who has already expressed his support for the bill 
and is expected to sign it into law. If the Senate amends the bill in any way, it will need to go back to the 
House for a final vote before arriving at the President's desk. 
  
MGMA has repeatedly urged Congress to put an end to temporary short-term patches and pass a permanent 
solution to the SGR. Join the effort today! Contact your Senators and urge them to repeal SGR once and for all.  
 

Sources: MGMA Washington Connection & CMS 
 
Although a reduction of 21% would impact Provider cash flow, holding the claims has a worse cash flow impact 
as payments are already subject to the Federal mandated 14 day hold.  Providers should demand that the 14 day 
payment hold be rescinded to offset the claims held impact. 
 
Contact Software Support for assistance or any questions via:  

From MEDPM or MEDEHR Sign On screens, double click on ‘support@medtronsoftware.com’ to compose an 
email to the Software Support Dept. 

-OR- 
Phone:  (985) 234-0599 (local) 
  (800) 978-0599 (toll free) 

-OR- 
Fax:  (985) 234-0609 

040715 NEWS BLAST 

http://www.mmsend2.com/link.cfm?r=1529192213&sid=71945987&m=9766417&u=MGMA&j=27015122&s=https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/2/text
http://www.medtronsoftware.com/pdf/2015/032615_2015_MCPFS_21_Cut_Looming.pdf
http://www.mmsend2.com/link.cfm?r=1529192213&sid=71945988&m=9766417&u=MGMA&j=27015122&s=http://www.mgma.com/government-affairs/contact-congress#/33

