
 
 
 
 
 

 
ICD-10 IMPLEMENTATION DELAYED UNTIL OCTOBER 1, 2015 

 
On March 31, 2014 the Senate approved H.R. 4302 (Doc fix) bill to delay the ICD-10 implementation date to October 1, 2015. 
The Protecting Access to Medicare Act of 2014 also keeps physician payments at current levels until April 1, 2015, instead of 
allowing a 20.1% pay cut to the physician fee schedule mandated by the Balanced Budget Act of 1997.  The bill awaits 
President Obama’s signature; only two bills have been vetoed in his presidency; there is no indication that he will veto this one. 
 
Medicare administrative contractors (MACs) will hold claims through April 14 if they are paid under the physician fee schedule 
and have dates of service of April 1 or later, according to CMS “This hold should have minimal impact on provider cash flow.” 
 
What is ICD-10: 
ICD-10-CM was developed and is maintained by National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) under authorization by the 
World Health Organization (WHO).  It is a clinical modification (CM) of the WHO’s ICD-10, which consists of a diagnostics 
classification system. ICD-10-CM includes the level of detail needed for morbidity classification and diagnostic specificity in 
the United States.  The United States is the only industrialized nation not using an ICD-10-based classification system.   
It also provides code titles and language that compliment accepted clinical practice in the US. The system consists of more 
than 69,000 diagnosis codes; compared to 14,000 ICD-9 diagnosis codes. 
 
What are the major differences between ICD-9 and ICD-10: 
ICD-9-CM ICD-10-CM 
3-5 characters 3-7 characters 
First character is numeric or alpha (E or V) First character is alpha 
Characters 2-5 are numeric Characters 2-7 are alpha or numeric 
Always at least 3 characters Always at least 3 characters 
Use of decimal after 3 characters Use of decimal after 3 characters 
 
Practices/providers should continue to work to get prepared for this huge transition! 
 
What you can do now to get prepared: 
Practices should gather and organize information to identify what systems and processes need to be addressed in the  
ICD-10-CM/PCS transition.   Providers should focus on understanding how ICD-10-CM is different from ICD-9-CM and 
complete training courses offered by various organizations:  
 http://apps.who.int/classifications/apps/icd/icd10training/ 
 http://www.aapc.com/icd-10/training.aspx 
 http://www.ahima.org/education/onlineed/Programs/ICD10 
 
Resources:  
American Health Information Management Association (AHIMA): http://www.ahima.org/icd10/ 
World Health Organization (WHO): http://www.who.int/classifications/icd/en/ 
American Association of Professional Coders (AAPC): http://www.aapc.com/icd-10/ 
CMS: http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Coding/ICD10/index.html?redirect=/icd10/ 
 
Contact Software Support for assistance or any questions via:  

Email:  From MEDPM or MEDEHR Sign On screens, double click on ‘support@medtronsoftware.com’  
-OR- 

Phone:  (985) 234-0599 (local) or (800) 978-0599 (toll free) 
-OR- 

Fax:  (985) 234-0609 
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