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MEDICARE EHR MEANINGFUL USE (MU) FIRST YEAR  

DEADLINE - WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3RD, 2012 
 
The CMS deadline for the first year attestation period of the Medicare EHR incentive program is next week!  
The Medicare EHR incentive program spans over 5 years, with a maximum total incentive payment of $44,000 
per eligible professional (EP).  For the first year attestation, EP’s must attest to meaningfully using an EHR for 
a consecutive 90-day period. The last day to begin the 90-day attestation period for 2012 (and last year to 
qualify for maximum bonus) is Wednesday, October 3, 2012.   
 
EP’s who have not yet registered for the Medicare EHR program and/or  
attested for the first year, should immediately assess their position to 
ensure reaping the full $44,000 bonus.  Follow the CMS published 
guidelines specific to the Medicare EHR Incentive Program available at:  

http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/index.html.   

CMS has also published a video tutorial on the process,  
which can be viewed at:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9ftFgLS1fI&feature=relmfu.   
 
With the deadline to begin meaningfully using an EHR (to reap full bonus) right around the corner, there has 
been some question regarding the specifications of what makes up the denominator of the MU measures. 
CMS as well as the Federal Register has defined the denominator value when calculating a provider's MU of 
an EHR solution as: 
 

“All patients (not just Medicare or Medicaid patients) seen by the provider during 
the reporting period whether or not services are recorded using an EHR.” 

 
 
MEDEHR Clients:  
The MU dashboard (provider specific link) previously provided to your practice by MEDTRON calculates the 
denominator value as the total number of patients captured in MEDEHR.  MEDTRON has updated all 
Dashboards for the 07/01/12-09/30/12 reporting period for EP’s to reevaluate totals prior to attesting.  
To obtain a new provider specific dashboard link and/or request your dashboard to be updated for a different 
date span, please contact MSI Software Support. 
 
If any patients are seen during the 90-day period for which the EP is attesting (first year of Medicare 
attestation or the second year of Medicaid attestation) who are not captured via MEDEHR, the practice will 
have to manually add these unique patients to the denominator counts provided by MEDEHR MU dashboard.   
 
To avoid manually calculating the denominator, MEDTRON recommends the EP’s ensure all patients are 
captured in MEDEHR with an encounter. 
 
NOTE: The CMS EHR hotline (888-734-6433) reports that they are experiencing issues with the registration 

and attestation websites.  If provider experiences these issue, please try again later.  
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